Will of John Dearnalley of Woodhead, written in 1778, probate issued 1780
The spelling Dearnalley is used in the will, but the signature is Dearnaley.
Line and page breaks as in the original.  
The name of John’s brother-in-law (in the crossed out section of the will given in italics on page 2) is a bit of a mystery.  His children’s baptism records are to be found under the name ‘Edges’.
The 22 people named in the document are listed on the 4th page.
In the Name of God Amen I John Dearnalley of Woodhead in the Parish of
Mottram in the County Palatine of Chester being of sound and disposing Mind and 

Memory / praised be for the same / Do this Second Day of July In the 

Year of our Lord One thousand and seven hundred and seventy eight make publish and

declare this my last Will and Testament in Manner following – First my Will and 

Mind is that all my Debts Funeral Expenses and the Probate of this my Will shall

be fully paid discharged and satisfied by my Executors hereinafter named – And

whereas I have surrendered All my Copyhold Estates within the Manor of Wakefield

in the County of York according to the Custom of the said Manor To such Uses as I should

declare in and by my last Will and Testament Now I do declare such Uses to be as

hereinafter is mentioned concerning the same – I give and devise to Elizabeth my

loving wife All that Messuage or Tenement at Hoylandswaine in the Parish of Silkstone
in the County of York with the Lands and Ground to the same belonging now in the 

Tenure and Occupation of David Forth or his Undertenants To hold the same to my said

Wife and her Assigns for and during the Form of her natural Life yet nevertheless

Subject to Impeachment of Wast and which Devise I will shall be in full Lieu

Recompence and Satisfaction of all Dower and Thirds which She may have or claim of

in to or out of any real Estate which I may be possessed of at the Time of my Decease
I also give to my said Wife the Bed and Beding wherein we usually lie and such other

Things as She usually calls her own and my Desire further is that She may reside in the

House where I now lie during the Continuance of the Term therein with my Son Samuel Yet

in Case they cannot agree to live together I will that She shall have the Use of that Room

called the parlour with full and free Liberty of Ingress Egress and Regress to and from the

same during the Continuance of the Term which I have therein or of that little House where

Martha Morehouse lately inhabited lately repaired at her Election and in either Case I will

that She shall chose such Things of my Houshold Goods as will be sufficient to furnish

the said Room or Dwellinghouse whichsoever shall be her Choice and also for her necessary

Use the same to be delivered to her by my Executors upon Request – I give and bequeath

to my Son John Dearnalley the Sum of One Hundred Pounds to be paid to him within Twelve

Months next after my Decease by my Executors – I give and devise All that Copyhold

Messuage or Tenement with the Lands and Grounds to the same belonging called Ings in the Township of Holm now in the Possession of John Hinchliff or his Assigns to my son Joseph

Dearnalley and his Heirs for ever – I also give to him my Son Joseph such of the 

Beds and Beding in the Chamber over the House as He shall chose and a Chest in the same

Chamber – I also give to him my Son Joseph the Tenant Right which I have to the

Dwellinghouse  wherein Martha Morehouse lately lived in Case my said Wife should not chose

to inhabit it to enter to immediately after my Decease but if my said Wife should be

willing to dwell therein Then it is my Will and Mind That my said Son Joseph shall

enter to it immediately after the Decease of my said Wife and enjoy it during the then

Residue of the Term which I have therein in Case He shall occupy it himself but not

otherwise – I given and bequeath All the Tenant right Title and Interest which I
have of in and to the Dwellinghouse Outhousing and Farm of Lands which I now occupy at

Woodhead under the Honourable Wilbraham Tollemache Esq with the Appurtenances unto my Son

Samuel Dearnalley his Executors and Administrators.  I also give to my said Son Samuel his

Executors and Administrators All my Houshold Goods Stock of Hay Corn Straw Cattle 

Sheep and all the Husbandry Gear and Implements of Husbandry all other the Stock within

or about my Dwellinghouse and Farm / Except what is above disposed of / to enter to the same

immediately after my Decease in the Situation They shall then be.  I give to my Servant

Elizabeth Wordsworth the Sum of Eight Pounds to be paid to her within twelve Months next after

my Decease.  
(Crossed out section: I give and bequeath to Mary Hannah Ann and Samuel Son and Daughters Of John Eatchen late of Hatfield in the Parish of Glossop Latter deceased the Sum of Forty
Shillings apiece to be paid to them severally within Twelve Months next after my Decease)
And my Will and Mind further is that in Case the provision above made for my said Wife shall
in the Opinion of the Executors be too little for her Maintenance and Support That they shall

out of my Effects make such further Allowance to her as They Shall think requisite during the

Term of her natural Life – I give and devise All that Messuage or Tenement with the

Lands and Ground to the same belonging at Hoylandswaine aforesaid from and immediately

after the Decease of my said Wife To Thomas Hayward of Woodhead my Son in Law Joseph

Hyde of Tintwistle in the County of Chester and my Son Samuel Dearnalley and the Survivors

and Survivor of them and the Heirs of such Survivor upon the Trusts and to and for the Uses

and Purposes hereinafter mentioned / that is to say / That They the said Thomas Hayward

Joseph Hyde and Samuel Dearnalley of the Survivors or Survivor of them and the Heirs of

such Survivor shall and will with all convenient Speed after the Death of my said Wife sell

and dispose of the same Estate for the best Price or Prices that they reasonably can get for

the same And that they shall pay and divide the Money arriving from such Sale to and amongst

all my Children / to wit / John Dearnalley, Samuel Dearnalley, Betty the Wife of said Joseph
Hyde and Joseph Dearnalley equally amongst them Share and Share alike Yet nevertheless my

Will and Mind further is and I do order and direct that the Part or Shares of the Money

arising from the Sale of the said Estate which shall be the Part of my said Son John shall

not be paid to him until after the Expiration of the Lease which I now have of the Farm

which I now occupy at Woodhead aforesaid But in Case my said Wife shall happen to die

before that Time that my said Son John’s Share of the said Money shall be put out to Interest

upon good Security untill after the Expiration of the said Term which Interest shall from Time

to Time be paid to him But in Case He my said Son John shall make any Attempts to get the

Dwellinghouse and Farm which I now occupy at Woodhead aforesaid or any Part thereof to

himself or shall give to my said Son Samuel any Trouble or cause any Trouble to be given

to him either by himself or any other Person or Persons concerning the said Dwellinghouse

and Farm or any Part thereof in any wise That then the said Principal Sum so last above

appointed to be the Part or Share of my said Son John and to be put out at Interest as
aforesaid shall not be paid to my said Son John but shall go be paid to and equally divided

amongst the rest of my Children Share and Share alike Yet nevertheless in Case my said

Son John shall give sufficient Security to my said Son Samuel Satisfaction for his not

intermeddling concerning the Tenant Right or Possession of the said Farm That then the said

Trustees shall act in such Manner concerning the Disposal of the said principal Sum as They

shall think proper – All the Rest Residue and Remainder of my personal Estate and Effects 

whatsoever I will shall be divided amongst all my Children / to wit / John, Samuel, Betty and

Joseph Share and Share alike – And lastly I do appoint the said Thomas Hayward, Joseph

Hyde and my son Samuel Dearnalley joint Executors of this my last Will and Testament

hereby revoking all former Wills by me made And I will that my said Executors shall be paid

for all their Trouble Loss of Time and Expenses which They shall be put unto in the

Execution of this Trust hereby in them reposed.  In Witness whereof I the said John Dearnalley

the Testator have to this my last Will and Testament set my hand and Seal the Day and Year

first above written –
John Dearnaley
Signed Sealed published and declared

by the said Testator as and for his last

Will and Testament in the Presence of

us who in his Presence and at his Request
and in the Presence of each other have

subscribed our Names as Witnesses
John Newton

Wm Jaggar

Js Crosland 
The sixth day of Nov 1780 Joseph

Hyde and Samuel Dearnaly two of 

the Executors within named were

sworn in comon form (Thomas 

Hayward the other Executor first renenning

voluntarily) before me

 R Kinder

Surrogate

The amount given to me is £150 0s 6d
Probat issued
11th of December 1780
List of names in the above Will of John Dearnaley
His wife: 


Elizabeth

His children: 


John, Samuel, Betty, Joseph

His daughter’s husband: 
Joseph Hyde

His brother-in-law:

John Eatchen (spelling?) (husband of John’s sister Ann)
His sister’s children:

Mary, Hannah, Ann and Samuel (with father John Eatchen)

His servant:


Elizabeth Wordsworth

His tenants: 


David Forth at Hoylandswaine in the Parish of Silkstone

John Hinchliff at Ings in the township of Holm
The late Mary Morehouse at a cottage (at Woodhead?)

His landlord at Woodhead:
The Honourable Wilbraham Tollemache

One of the executors:

Thomas Hayward

The witnesses:

John Newton, Wm Jaggar, Js Crosland (?)

Legal guy:


R Kinder

JAD
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